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Dec. 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

Thank you. NOTE: The President spoke at 12:54 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Seismic Safety of Existing Federally
Owned or Leased Buildings
December 1, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Under Public Law 101–614 the President is

to adopt, no later than December 1, 1994,
‘‘standards for assessing and enhancing the seis-
mic safety of existing buildings constructed for
or leased by the Federal Government which
were designed and constructed without adequate
seismic design and construction standards.’’ The
statute gave the task of developing the standards
to the Interagency Committee on Seismic Safety
in Construction (ICSSC), which is chaired by
the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology.

The ICSSC developed a set of ‘‘Standards
of Seismic Safety for Existing Federally Owned
or Leased Buildings and Commentary’’ (Stand-
ards), and recommends that Federal depart-
ments and agencies adopt these Standards.

The intent of the Standards is to identify com-
mon minimum evaluation and mitigation meas-
ures for all Federal departments and agencies,
and to allow all Federal entities to have an agen-
cy-conceived and controlled seismic safety pro-
gram for their existing owned or leased build-
ings. I have signed an Executive order adopting

these Standards. A copy of that order is at-
tached.

The Executive order adopts the Standards as
the minimum level of seismic safety for federally
owned and leased buildings. It requires seismic
evaluation and, if necessary, rehabilitation under
certain conditions identified in the Standards.
The order directs all Federal departments and
agencies to develop an inventory of their owned
and leased buildings within 4 years of signing,
and to estimate the cost of mitigating unaccept-
able seismic risks in their buildings.

Adoption of these Standards provides the crit-
ical first step for determining how these Stand-
ards can be applied to buildings that receive
Federal financial assistance or are regulated by
a Federal agency.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
Executive order is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Sanctions Against the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
December 1, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On May 30, 1992, in Executive Order No.

12808, the President declared a national emer-
gency to deal with the threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States arising from actions and policies
of the Governments of Serbia and Montenegro,
acting under the name of the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia or the Federal Republic

of Yugoslavia, in their involvement in and sup-
port for groups attempting to seize territory in
Croatia and the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina by force and violence utilizing, in
part, the forces of the so-called Yugoslav Na-
tional Army (57 FR 23299, June 2, 1992). The
present report is submitted pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1641(c) and 1703(c). It discusses Admin-
istration actions and expenses directly related
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